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result of his hard work and dedication, be-
came the first African-American officer to be 
promoted to chief of that department. His ef-
forts in law enforcement and the protection of 
his community resulted in his receiving numer-
ous awards during his professional career, in-
cluding the keys to the cities of Baltimore, 
Maryland, and Tuskegee, Alabama. Addition-
ally, Chief Miller was awarded a citation by 
Maryland Governor William Donald Schaefer 
in 1994. 

In addition to his work in the field of law en-
forcement, Chief Miller has been active as a 
minister for numerous congregations in Ala-
bama and Florida. He received his Bachelor of 
Theology Degree from Easonian Baptist Semi-
nary in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1982, and 
his Doctor of Divinity Degree from the Ten-
nessee School of Religion in 1996. During his 
ministerial career, he has served the con-
gregations of Fannie Baptist Church in Ala-
bama and the First Baptist Church of War-
rington, Florida. 

Finally, Chief Miller has been extremely ac-
tive in the life of the Foley community, and 
has for many years been a member of the 
South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors, the Foley Boys and Girls Club, 
the Optimist Club, the Baldwin County Exten-
sion Advisory Board, and the Alabama Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police. He has also served 
as Chaplain for the Southwest Alabama Police 
Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing Chief James H. Miller, 
Sr., for his tremendous contributions to the 
citizens of Foley and of Baldwin County. The 
experience and zeal he has brought to his job 
and the concern and compassion he has dis-
played for everyone in the city are unques-
tioned and unparalleled. He has indeed been 
a genuine asset to the police department and 
to the thousands of men, women, and children 
he has assisted over the past three decades. 

Make no mistake, the chief’s talents and ex-
perience in the department will be sorely 
missed, but I am confident he will continue to 
remain actively involved in the life of the Foley 
community for many years to come. Along 
with his many friends and colleagues through-
out Alabama, I wish to extend to Chief Miller 
and his family—his wife Mary Jane; his chil-
dren, James, Jr., Otis, Daron, Ronald, D.J., 
and Nicole; and his 27 grandchildren—much 
health and happiness in the years ahead.
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce 
the Health Information Independence Act. This 
act restores the right of consumers to pur-
chase the dietary supplements of their choice 
and receive accurate information about the 
health benefits of foods and dietary supple-
ments. The Health Information Independence 
Act restricts the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s (FDA) power to impede consumers’ ac-
cess to truthful claims regarding the benefits 
of foods and dietary supplements to those 
cases where the FDA has evidence that a 
product poses a threat to safety and well-

being or that a product does not have a dis-
claimer informing consumers that the claims 
are not FDA-approved. 

Claims that could threaten public safety, or 
that are marketed without a disclaimer, would 
have to be reviewed by an independent review 
board, comprised of independent scientific ex-
perts randomly chosen by the FDA. However, 
anyone who is, or has ever been, on the 
FDA’s payroll is disqualified from serving on 
the board. The FDA is forbidden from exer-
cising any influence over the review board. If 
the board recommends approval of a health 
claim, then the FDA must approve the claim. 

The board also must consider whether any 
claims can be rendered nonmisleading by 
adopting a disclaimer, before rejecting a claim 
out of hand. For example, if the board finds 
that the scientific evidence does not conclu-
sively support a claim, but the claim could be 
rendered nonmisleading if accompanied with a 
disclaimer, then the board must approve the 
claim provided the claim is always accom-
panied by an appropriate disclaimer. The dis-
claimer would be a simple statement to the ef-
fect that ‘‘scientific studies on these claims are 
inconclusive’’ and/or ‘‘these claims are not ap-
proved by the FDA.’’ Thus, the bill tilts the bal-
ance of federal law in favor of allowing con-
sumers access to information regarding the 
health benefits of foods and dietary supple-
ments, which is proper in a free society. 

The procedures established by the Health 
Information Independence Act are a fair and 
balanced way to ensure consumers have ac-
cess to truthful information about dietary sup-
plements. Over the past decade, the American 
people have made it clear they do not want 
the Federal Government to interfere with their 
access to dietary supplements, yet the FDA 
continues to engage in heavy-handed at-
tempts to restrict such access. 

In 1994, Congress responded to the Amer-
ican people’s desire for greater access to in-
formation about the benefits of dietary supple-
ments by passing the Dietary Supplements 
and Health and Education Act of 1994 
(DSHEA), that liberalized rules regarding the 
regulation of dietary supplements. Congres-
sional offices received a record number of 
comments in favor of DSHEA. 

Despite DSHEA, FDA officials continued to 
attempt to enforce regulations aimed at keep-
ing the American public in the dark about the 
benefits of dietary supplements. Finally, in the 
case of Pearson v. Shalala, 154 F.3d 650 (DC 
Cir. 1999), reh’g denied en banc, 172 F.3d 72 
(DC Cir. 1999), the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the DC Circuit Court reaffirmed con-
sumers’ First Amendment right to learn about 
dietary supplements without unnecessary in-
terference from the FDA. The Pearson deci-
sion anticipated my legislation by suggesting 
the FDA adopt disclaimers in order to render 
some health claims non-misleading. 

In the years since the Pearson decision, 
Members of Congress have had to continually 
intervene with the FDA to ensure it followed 
the court order. The FDA continues to deny 
consumers access to truthful health informa-
tion. Clearly, the FDA is determined to con-
tinue to (as the Pearson court pointed out) act 
as though liberalizing regulations regarding 
health claims is the equivalent of ‘‘asking con-
sumers to buy something while hypnotized 
and therefore they are bound to be misled.’’ 

The FDA’s ‘‘grocery store censorship’’ not 
only violates consumers’ first amendment 

rights, but, by preventing consumers from 
learning about the benefits of foods and die-
tary supplements, the FDA’s policies are pre-
venting consumers from taking easy steps to 
improve their own health! 

If Congress is serious about respecting first 
amendment rights, and the people’s right to 
act to improve their own health, we must re-
move the FDA’s authority to censor nonmis-
leading health claims, and claims that can be 
rendered nonmisleading by the simple device 
of adopting a disclaimer. 

In conclusion, I urge my colleagues to help 
establish an objective process that respects 
consumers’ first amendment rights to nonmis-
leading information regarding the health bene-
fits of foods and dietary supplements by co-
sponsoring the Health Information Independ-
ence Act.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Benito Juarez, an influential 
Mexican hero who made an amazing impact 
during his lifetime. The son of Native Amer-
ican parents and the first president of Native 
American descent, Don Juarez worked hard to 
educate himself in law and to later become 
one of Mexico’s greatest leaders. He estab-
lished a new democratic government after the 
fall of Mexican General Antonio de Santa 
Anna, and he later he helped to restore this 
government after the French military invasion 
led by Austria’s Archduke Maximilian. 

As a national hero and President of Mexico, 
Benito Juarez left a legacy of liberal reforms 
that helped establish Mexico as a more demo-
cratic place to live. His democratic ideals were 
further embodied in the Constitution of 1857 
which gave the Mexican people their basic 
rights of free speech and press. Due to signifi-
cant contributions to Mexico through his serv-
ice in state and national legislature and as a 
judge, a governor, and ultimately a president, 
Benito Juarez is regarded as one of the great-
est heroes in Mexican history.
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Mr. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to a great 
man and a great public servant. In his 96 
years, Luis A. Ferré—successful business-
man, art patron, and former Governor of Puer-
to Rico—has had a unique opportunity to wit-
ness, and influence, a period of dramatic 
change on his native island. 

Ferré was born in Ponce in 1904, ‘‘soon 
after the transition of Puerto Rico from Span-
ish to American control. It was a time of great 
promise, and many Puerto Ricans believed 
they would soon enjoy the rights which they 
had been denied for so long. Ferré’s father, a 
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